
 

 

Hosting a European conference on democracy and 
human rights  
 
The City of Kristiansand is proud to be hosting the second European Conference on 
Democracy and Human rights on 5 May 2021.  
 
The conference is organized jointly with the Council of Europe, the University of Agder, 
Kilden Performing Arts Centre, Sørlandets Kunstmuseum (SKMU), Arkivet Peace and Human 
Rights Centre and the Cultiva Foundation.  
 
Background  
 
Located on the south coast of Norway, Kristiansand has traditionally been considered as a 
gateway to Europe. The city has strong European bonds that have enlightened and enriched 
the city and the region. Its history is based on liberalism and humanism.  
 
The Municipality of Kristiansand wants to pursue a policy that can give its citizens a future 
with safety and welfare for all. Democracy and respect for human rights are essential in the 
development of a prosperous society as we know it. We share the concern over the many 
challenges to the fundamental values, and Kristiansand wants to add its voice in support of 
safeguarding democracy and human rights in Europe. The City has therefore decided to host 
an annual European conference focusing on these issues. We cooperate with the Council of 
Europe, which is the guardian of the European Convention of Human Rights. The Council of 
Europe has stressed the particular importance of local initiatives to mobilize support and 
respect for human rights.  
 
The European Conference in 2020 was devoted to the 70th anniversary of the European 
Convention on Human Rights.  
 
This year’s conference will address the conditions of freedom of speech and media freedom, 
and the situation for democracy in Europe in the wake of the Pandemic.  



“We are delighted that the event will once again take place in Kristiansand, Norway,” Mayor 
Jan Oddvar Skisland says. “Since last year’s conference, we have had enormous challenges 
with the Pandemic, but at the same time we have to stay the course and never forget the 
importance of democracy and human rights.”  
 
“I am particularly happy that five important institutions in Kristiansand are joining forces 
with our municipality. I hope that our commitment to the fundamental values can be broad 
and strong throughout our entire population. A good democratic development will accept 
our differences of opinion, yet still respect the other person, and work shoulder by shoulder 
in solving tomorrows challenges together,” Mayor Skisland emphasizes.  
 
Preliminary program  
 
The event will hopefully be a physical conference, with an option for digital participation. It 
will take place at the Kilden Performing Arts Centre in Kristiansand, on 5 May 2021 and will 
feature a number of prominent speakers and panel debate participants.  
“We are proud and grateful for the broad participation by so many important institutions to 
the European Conference scheduled for May 2021,” Skisland emphasizes. We are honoured 
that the new Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe, Bjørn Magnus Berge, will 
give an opening statement at the conference.  
We are indeed very pleased that the President of the European Court of Human Rights, Mr 
Robert Ragnar Spano, will deliver a keynote address on freedom of expression in the work 
of the European Court of Human Rights,” he says.  
 
Implications for democracy  
 
Hate speech is spreading throughout our societies. We ask the question how the European 
institutions can address the challenges of hate speech to democracy?  
Answers and comments from Ms Snezana Markovic, Director General, DG Democracy, 
Council of Europe in Strasbourg and Ms. Louisa Klingvall, DG Justice, European Commission  
 
Local incidents  
 
Kristiansand has experienced its own difficult cases, which illustrate the international nature 
of local incidents, with the burning of the Quran at a local rally, and the hoisting of the Nazi 
Swastika over a memorial site of war victims at the Arkivet Peace and Human Rights Center.  
 
The challenges to freedom of speech  
 
Director General Christos Giakoumopoulos of the Council of Europe will describe the way 
ahead in Europe on the issue of freedom of speech and participate in a panel together with 
the Chair of the National Commission for Freedom of Speech, Kjersti Løken Stavrum, 
Director Kristine Storesletten Sødal, Arkivet Peace and Human Rights Center and Mr. Atif 
Imtiaz, fmr. Director of Cambridge Muslim College.  
Secretary General Christophe Deloire of the Reporters sans frontières, Paris, and William 
Horsley of the Association of European Journalists, Brussels, will address the situation for 
freedom of speech and media, on the basis of a presentation of the Council of Europe 



Platform to promote the protection of journalism and safety of journalists by former Prime 
Minister of Norway and Secretary General of the Council of Europe Thorbjørn Jagland  
 
Young Perspective  
 
The response of the next generation is represented through European youth leaders 
discussing challenges and solutions to democracy and protection of freedom of expression. 
This session will be organized by Maja Charlotte Fleck-Baustian from the University of 
Agder who heads up the organization Youth for Diversity 

 


